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number of old-fashioned schools which continue to
give, parrot-like, the teachings of the Koran, but
even in these places no attempt is made to improve
the morals of the boys, or to bring before them the
eternal truths of the Faith, . . . The most moral and
the most genuine of Muslims often tell you that as
long as they expend their energies in prayer and in
pilgrimage, they are certain that, though they do
not do the best, yet they do no harm*
" It is to this class that I appeal I desire most
earnestly to impress upon them my conviction that
if they continue in their present attitude of aloofness,
it means the certain extinction of Islam, at least as
a world-wide religion."
The Aga Khan not only attacked the men directly
for their sloth, but he had the courage to attack them
in a more vulnerable spot* The force and vigour
which he applied to the problems of education he
also brought into play for the improvement of the
lot of Muslim women.
" A cause of our present apathy," he said with
intense conviction, " is the terrible position of Muslim
women, due to the Zenana and Purdah systems.
There is absolutely nothing in the Koran or in Islam,
or the example of the first two Muslim centuries,
to justify this terrible and cancerous growth that
has for nearly a thousand years eaten into the vitals
of Islamic society. . . . The heathen Arabs in the
days of ignorance, especially the wealthy young
aristocrats of Mecca, led an extremely dissolute life,
and the scandals of Mecca before the conquest were
vile and degrading*